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unsuccessful experiments of the French in democratic
government.    But since 1815, and especially since
1830, Popular Government has been introduced into
nearly all Continental Europe and into all Spanish
America, North, Central, and South ; and the working
of these new institutions has furnished us with a num-
ber of facts of the highest interest.     Meantime, the
ancient British Constitution has been modifying itself
with a rapidity which could not be foreseen in Ben-
tham's day.   I suspect that there were few observant
Englishmen who, in presence of the agitation which
filled the summer and autumn of 1884, were not aston-
ished to discover the extent to which the Constitution
of their countryhad altered, under cover of oldlanguage
and old forms.   And, all the while, the great strength
of some of the securities which the American Federal
Constitution has provided against the infirmities of
popular government  has been proving itself in  a
most   remarkable   way.     Thus,  in nearly  all the
civilised world, a large body of new facts has been
formed by which I endeavour, in these Essays, to
test the value of the opinions which  are  gaining
currency in our day concerning Popular Government
as it verges on Democracy.

It would argue ignorance or bad faith to deny the
benefits for which, amid some calamities, mankind is